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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The time is 1200 
hours. This is Battalion Chief Frank 
Congiusta of the Safety Battalion of the 
Fire Department of New York. I'm conducting 
an interview with the following individual. 

FIREFIGHTER BARRY: Firefighter Albert 
Barry, Engine 65, third grade. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The interview is 
being conducted at the quarters of Engine 
65, and it's regarding the events of 
September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Okay, Al, do you want to give your 
story? 

A. Okay. We got the call at 9 a.m., third 
due on the fifth alarm. We rolled up to West 
Street and Vesey where our chauffeur let us off. 
We grabbed the rollups, an extra bottle, and 
proceeded to the north tower and entered the 
lobby area through a broken window. 

I believe we went up the A stairwell. 

It was pretty congested with civilians coming 
down. We kept telling the civilians to stay to 
the right, we're moving up to the left. We made 


it to about the 16th floor when the south tower 
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collapsed. 

We did not Know that. This is all 
hindsight, of course. The only thing that I can 
recall that happened was there was a big whoosh 
of air that pushed from the south up to the 
north. The building moved a little bit, nothing 
out of the ordinary, I guess. 

From there we made it to about the 20th 
floor when we heard a radio signal for a mayday 
to remove ourselves from there, the building was 
in eminent collapse. On our way down, the 
stairwell was pretty much fluid. We were sharing 
air with civilians. 

Nobody that we came down with was 
injured in any way just some civilian was 
hyperventilating. There was, I recall, an older 
woman that was being carried down by some 
Civilians in a chair. We told the civilians to 
put her down and we immediately took command of 
her, checked her vitals, and she was all right. 

I helped carry her down a little bit. 
Then we passed her along to some other civilians 
who carried her down some more. It was a quicker 


pace because people were making room for her to 
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come down. 

I guess we got to about maybe the fifth 
floor, and the power was out. There was a bit of 
a smoky condition at that point. But everybody 
continued down. Nobody was running. It was very 
calm. 

Once we made it to the lobby, 
(inaudible) seemed to be a triage set up in the 
lobby area. Our lieutenant said there's no need 
for us to be in here, let's make our way out the 
way we came in, and that's what we did. Once we 
came out the window, there was debris all over 
the place. 

I've been told that Chief Al Turi was 
directing everybody to move north. He was 
screaming at the top of his lungs, "Go north!" 
with a megaphone in his hand, he wasn't even 
using the megaphone. 

We took a few steps out, turned around, 
and the north tower was coming down. It was 
coming down on our back. That's when we just 
started running up, and at that point 65 Engine 
got separated. 


I made it through the smoke, through 
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the debris, once everything cleared. Being that 
65 Engine was separated, once we made it up to 
Stuyvesant High School, that's when everybody was 
pulled back together. 65 Engine was brought 
together again. 

That's about it, the long and short of 
it. 

Q. Okay. I just have a couple questions. 

A. Go ahead. 

Q. Did they give you a specific task? In 
other words, when you came in, did they tell you 
to go to the 30th floor or the 50th floor? 

A. Yes, there was a chief, I guess it was 
at the staging area. There was basically just 
one chief standing there saying, "All right, you 
guys make your way up to the north tower." I 
don't know -- 

Q. He didn't tell you to go to the 30th 
floor or the 50th floor? 

A. No. He just said make your way up to 
the north tower. That was it. We got our 
rollups and gear and everything else and that's 


it. That's about it, then. 


